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Huge disparity

In NHS death

rates revealed |

Exclusive Patients less likely to die in
bigger hospitals, investigation shows

Sarah
Gozde Zortu
Rob Evans

Doctors in the NHS do not know how well
theyare performingand whether they are
more likely than their colleagues to kill or
cure their patients, because of a wide-
spread failure to collect the information,
a Guardian investigation reveals.
Thzremltsofamzjcrexerdsehuk:im
at one particular procedure - vascular sur-
gery - show a massive variation in death
ratesamong patientsadmitted for planned
operations and reveal that some hospitals
have unacceptably high mortality.
Itdemonstrates the case for the clnee

.Deathralesinplamdvascmarmugerjr
for abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA - to
preventaburstartery) vary fromunderzw
in some hospitals to at least 10% in 10 of
them. More than 5,000 of the operations
are carried out each year - most of themn
planned admissions in which the patient
decides where to go for surgery.
® Patientsarelesslikelytodiein the bigger,
busier hospital units where surgical teams
are more skilled because they do more of
the operations. The results strongly sug-
gest that smaller units should close. This
presents a major challenge to the health
secretary, Andrew Lansley, who has
stopped all hospital reorganisation.
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